Newborn respiratory distress: airway abnormalities.
Respiratory distress is a common symptom in the newborn. Surfactant deficiency in the preterm infant and meconium aspiration and transient tachypnea in the term newborn are among the most common causes of respiratory distress, but primary airway abnormalities can also present with respiratory distress in the newborn. Delay in diagnosis of airway abnormality can be life threatening. Radiologists are among the first to be consulted in the evaluation of a neonate with respiratory distress, and knowledge of the spectrum of airway anomalies is essential for making the correct diagnosis. This article describes airway abnormalities that can present as respiratory distress in a neonate.